
Prayer Letter #4310-6-14

If you ever get to Omaha we would love to have you join us in what we 
are doing or for a service on Sunday.  And the Katalyma (guest room) 
is always open for an overnight stay. 
Thanks for  your prayers and support and who can you get to know this week?   !
You can contact us at… bholtrop@me.com or (712) 223-1105      
Our address is 14985 Himebaugh Ave. Omaha, NE 68116;  

• Thank God for the 
relationship we are building 
with the Elementary School 
in our neighborhood.   

• Please pray that our core 
group will see themselves 
as missionaries to Omaha 

• Thank God that Bren is 
teaching herself to play 
piano and has been playing 
with Ken  in our Sunday 
services 

• Pray that we will be risk 
takers for the Kingdom 

• Thank God that Joyce had 
a good report about her 
cancer 

• Pray for the salesman that 
came to our door 

• Please pray for Gautham 
and his family as they move 
in soon 

• Thank God for the healthy 
baby born to our neighbors 
Raj and Sona.  (Also from 
India) 

• Pray for safety and 
protection in our 
neighborhood as we have 
had a number of break-in’s 
lately 

• Thank God that no one has 
gotten hurt during these 
break-ins  

• Please pray for workers 
for the harvest to join us 
on - Missio Dei - the 
Mission of God

Missio Dei

Last week I brought some cinnamon 
bread to a new neighbor.  Although the 
home had an empty look there was a car 
in the driveway so I knocked to see who 
might come to the door.   
A man answered the door wearing what I 
would call a white laced robe.  He 
introduced himself as 
Gautham Pallapa.  He is 
from India, and the 
reason he was dressed 
this way was because he 
and his family were 
performing a Hindu  
ceremony for their 
home, before they 
moved in.   
Now there was a time in 
my life if a man would 
come to the door dressed like Gautham, I 
would have judged him, and assumed that 
this ceremony was most likely a sin.  
Then, I would have had nothing to do 
with him ever again.  I had no desire to 
get to know anyone who was different 
than my world-view or culture, because I 
had a judges gavel in my hand.  I 
generally communicated truth before 
grace.   
Jesus was often criticized by people with 
a gavel in their hand for hanging out with 
sinners.  His approach was always grace 
before truth.  “For God did not send his 

Son into the world to condemn the world, 
but in order that the world might be saved 
through him”.  (John 3 17)  If anyone is 
able to hold a gavel in their hand; it is 
Jesus.  Yet time and again we see Him 
hanging out with the unwanted or 
standing with someone condemned.   
My life changed when I accepted Jesus’ 

offer to come to Him, 
(Matt. 11 28) because 
I was weary of trying 
stand on my 
righteousness.  When 
I stood in my 
righteousness I felt I 
had the right to judge 
others.  He opened 
my eyes to the 
freedom of His grace,  
and then as I got to 

know Him better He showed me His 
truth. 
We have two chairs on our front porch 
that we enjoy relaxing in on nice days.  
They are also a great way to get to know 
someone.  Recently a salesman came to 
our door and I invited him to have a seat.  
He gave his sales pitch, and then I asked 
some questions about his life which led to 
a conversation about the gospel.  Now I 
can continue to strive to show him grace.   
If you feel you have a gavel in your hand 
at times, ask God who you can invite to 
sit in a chair to get to know them, and 
show them the grace of the gospel.  

Matthew 9 37-38 
The harvest is plentiful but 

the workers are few
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